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IN THE CLAIMS 

(Canceled) 




(Previously amended) A method for the evacuation of an occlusive substance 
from tlie wall of a blood vessel, comprising: 

positioning a distal end of a guidewire proximal to at least a portion of the 
occlusive substance on the wall of said blood vessel; 

introducing an aspiration catheter over said guidewire; 

aspirating through the aspiration catheter while crossing the site of the occlusive 
substance with both the distal end of the guidewire and a distal end of the aspiration 
catheter; 

removing the aspiration catheter from the blood vessel; and 
advancing a therapy catheter into the blood vessel to treat the occlusive substance 
after removing the aspiration catheter. ^ 

(Original) The method of Claim ^^arther comprising moving the distal end 
of the aspiration catheter in a distal to proximal direction following delivery of the guidewire 
across the site of the occlusive substance. ^ 

V j>. (Original) The method of Claim y4^further comprising aspirating while 
moving the distal end of the aspiration catheter in a distal to proximal direction. 

jb. (Original) The method of Claim^further comprising repeating said crossing 
while aspirating in both a proximal to distal and in a distal to proximal direction. 

^ /. (Previously amended) The method of Claim^^w/erein said occlusive substance 
includes #n embolus. ^ 



^ 8. (Original) The method of Claim^ wherein said guidewire includes an 
occlusive device at its distal end. ^ 

/| fo./ (Original) The method of Claim 8/^herein said occlusive device is a balloon. 
^ yO. (Original) The method of Claim ^ frfeier comprising activating said 
occlusive device to prevent particle migration past said occlusive device. 

^ 1 /. (Previously amended) The method of Claim yS, fiirther comprising delivering a 
therapy catheter to perform therapy on said occlusive substance following activation of said 
occlusive device. 
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I £ (Original) The method of Claim^J^wherein said therapy catheter is selected 
fronr the group consisting of an angioplasty balloon catheter, a stent delivery catheter and an 
atherectomy catheter. r 

I ^ Al. (Original) The method of Claim 3/wherein said blood vessel is a saphenous 
vein graft. / / 

[ / \^\y (Original) A method for treatment of an occlusion in a totally occluded blood 
vessel </x partially occluded blood vessel defined by thrombolysis in myocardial infarction (TIMI) 
flow of 0-1, comprising: 

delivering a guidewire until its distal end is proximal to the occlusion; 
delivering an aspiration catheter until a distal end of the aspiration catheter is 
proximal the occlusion; 

simultaneously crossing the site of the occlusion in a proximal to distal direction 
with said distal end of the guidewire and the distal end of the aspiration catheter while 
aspirating; 

moving the distal end of the aspiration catheter back across the site of the 
occlusion in a distal to proximal direction while aspirating; 

exchanging said guidewire for a guidewire having an occlusive device at its distal 
end; and 

positioning the occlusive device at a site distal to the occlusion, and activating 
said occlusive device. | 
^ *7 /s. (Original) The method of Claim^ff further comprising inserting a therapy 
catheter to nfcrform therapy on said occlusion. j 

^ (Original) The method of Claim^^ further comprising introducing said 

aspiration catheter to remove debris generated during said therapy/ 

1/7. (Original) The method of Clairn^C wherein said blood vessel is a saphenous 
vein graft, J ^ 

| ^ IS( I (Previously amended) The method of Claim^M, wherein said occlusion includes 
an embolus^ 

Ail (Original) The method of Claim 14; wherein said occlusive device is a 
balloon. 
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j 'C/ y2f0. (Original) The method of Claim H/further comprising repeating at least once 
sai£ crossingywhile aspirating and moving saicj/aspiration catheter in a distal to proximal 
direction. A 

>1. (Original) A method for treatment of an occlusion in a partially occluded 
blood vessel, comprising: 

delivering a guidewire having an occlusive device at its distal end until the distal 
end is distal said occlusion; 

. delivering an aspiration catheter until its distal end is proximal to the occlusion; 
activating said occlusive device; and 

crossing the site of the occlusion with the distal end of the aspiration catheter 
while^aspirating. I s 

r \J) 2y. (Original) The method of Claim 2Y, further comprising moving the distal end 
of the aspiration catheter in a distal to proximal direction across the occlusion while aspirating. 

21l (Original) The method of Claim 111 fiirtRer comprising inserting a therapy 
catheter tojaerform therapy on said occlusion following activatioy of the occlusive device. 

^Lp- (Original) The method of Claim 23/furt 
aspiratton catheter prior to inserting the therapy catheter. 

f 25/ (Previously amended) The method of Claim 1 2X further comprising introducing 
said aspiration catheter after performing therapy to remove debris generated during said therapy. 
26 f (Original) The method of Claim 2^ v/hLein said blood vessel is a saphenous 

27V (Previously amended) The method of Claim 24, wherein said occlusion includes 
an embolus. 

(Original) The method of Claim ^ wherein said occlusive device is a 

(Original) The method of Claim 22; further comprising repeating at least once 
said crdssinsf while aspirating and moving said aspiration catheter in £ distal to proximal 
direction. / / 

f)J 3J0. (Original) The method of Claim 23, wherein said therapy catheter is selected 
from the group consisting of an atherectomy catheter, stent and balloon catheter. 



irther comprising removing the 





balloo 
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m 3, further comprising exchanging the 



(Previously added) The method of Clajr 
guidewin/ for a guidewire having an occlusive device at its distal en<J^ 
~-^/32. (Previously added) The method of Claim^, wherein sajd exchange occurs 
pnor to repuwal of the aspiration catheter. J 2j^) 

^ \ A^- (Previously added) The method of Claim ?pC wherein said exchange occurs 
afte/removaKof the aspiration catheter. 

7 n 34: (Previously added) A method for treating an occlusive substance from the wall 
of a hiood vessel, comprising: 

positioning a distal end of a guidewire having an occlusive device at its distal end 
proximal to at least a portion of the occlusive substance on the wall of said blood vessel; 
introducing an aspiration catheter over said guidewire; 

prior to treating the occlusive substance, aspirating through the aspiration catheter 
while crossing the site of the occlusive substance with both the distal end of the 

Zire and a distal end of the aspiration catheter; and 
treating the occlusive substance. ^ 
(Previously added) The method of Claim^4, wherein said occlusive device is a 
balloon. / / ^ 

sLjJ ^o. (Previously added) The method of Claiir^4 ? further comprising activating said 
occlusive deyfce to prevent particle migration past said occlusive devic^prior to said treatment. 
^ ^^>y (Previously amended) The method of Clainj^fto^er comprising delivering a 
therapyxatheter to perform therapy on said occlusive substance following activation of said 
occlusive d^ice. 2l j 

(Previously added) The method of Claim 37^\^rein said therapy catheter is 
selected frorntfre group consisting of an angioplasty balloon catheter, a^ent delivery catheter 
and an atherectomy catheter. 3 



^ ' j^>. (Previously added) The method of Claim *yf 9 further comprising removing the 
aspiration catheter from the blood vessel prior to delivering the therapy catheter. 
^40-4£ (Canceled) 

(i 47\ (Previously added) A method for treatment of an occlusion in a blood vessel, 
comprising: 
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delivering a guidewire having a distal end until the distal end is distal of said 
occlusion; 

delivering an aspiration catheter until its distal end is proximal to the occlusion; 

crossing the site of the occlusion with the distal end of the aspiration catheter 
while aspirating, wherein the site of the occlusion is crossed with the distal end of the 
aspiration catheter in a proximal to distal direction while aspirating; 

crossing the site of the occlusion with the distal end of the aspiration catheter in a 
distal to proximal direction while aspirating; and 

repeating said crossing while aspirating in both a proximal to distal and in a distal 
to proximal direction. 

^Previously added) A method for treatment of an occlusion in a blood vessel, 

comprising: 

delivering a guidewire having a distal end until the distal end is distal' of said 
occlusion; 

delivering an aspiration catheter until its distal end is proximal to the occlusion; 
crossing the site of the occlusion with the distal end of the aspiration catheter 
while aspirating; and 

exchanging the guidewire for a guidewire having an occlusive device on its distal 

' yf9. (Previously added) The method of Claim/48, wherein said exchange occurs 
through sak^ aspiration catheter. 

(Jn ^6. (Currently amended) A method for treatment of an occlusion in a blood vessel, 
comprising: 

delivering a guidewire having a distal end until the distal end is distal of said 
occlusion; 

delivering an aspiration catheter until its distal end is proximal to the occlusion; 
activating an occlusive device within said vessel to at least partially occlude blood 
flow; and 

crossing the site of the occlusion with the distal end of the aspiration catheter 
while aspirating and while said occlusive device is activated. -^md 
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r e moving said aspiration cath e t e r and advancing a th e rapy cath e t e r ov e r said 

m 




(Previously added) The method of Claim Stf further comprising crossing the 



(Previously added) The method of Claiin^J&f wherein the site of the occlusion 
is crossed with the distal end of the aspiration catheter in a proximal to distal direction while 
aspirating/ 

site of the occlusion with the distal end of the aspiration catheter in a distal to proximal direction 
while ; 

(Previously added) The method of Claim^, further comprising repeating said 
crosstiigf wM£; aspirating in both a proximal to distal and in a distal ij proximal direction. 

sfJ^T ( Prev i° us ly added) The method of Claim^f farther comprising exchanging 
the guiaewire for a guidewire having an occlusive device on its distaj e»d. 

^J^fljp. (Previously added) The method of Claim ^^wheran said exchange occurs 
through sai^spiration catheter, (j^ j 

\^^T (Currently amended) The method of Claini^Cwherein the guidewire includes 
said an occlusive device on its distal end , and said occlusive device is activated distal to said 

(Previously added) The method of Claim 2X, wherein said aspiration catheter is 
delivered h /fore activating said occlusive device. 

I^js^f (New) The method of Claimed 1 , wlierem the guidewire is delivered until its distal 
end is distal of said occlusion prior to delivering the aspiration catheter until its distal end is 
proximal to the occlusion. 
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